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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To prevent a paper jam and to form a sharp image without narrowing 
transfer width by detecting the stiffness of paper by a stiffness detecting 
means, sending the result to a control means controlling the drive of the 
shield case of a transfer part, controlling the driving means by the control 
means and driving the shield case. 

CONSTITUTION: The stiffness detecting means 33 detects the stiffness of the 
paper 13 and if it is not stiff, a shielding member 31 is controlled not to 
shield the downstream of the contact point of the paper 13 with an image 
carrier 7. If the paper 13 is stiff, the opening part of the shield case 32 is 
moved or its direction is changed, so that the transfer width of a transfer 
wire 24 is prevented from narrowing. Consequently, transfer performance 
providing excellent image density and image quality is obtained. Moreover, 
since a paper guide plate 30 is movable, the paper 13 closely adheres to the 
image carrier 7, thereby preventing a paper jam. 
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